Mahjong (Chinese)
for Beginners

Study Group Leader: Tony Kuyper



Mahjong

Originated in China in the 1800s
Originally a gambling game

It is similar to gin rummy, but is played
with 144 tiles instead of 52 cards.
Many different variations

We will be playing a “simplified”
version of Chinese mahjong






Mahjong is like learning a new language

ILetters—the different tiles

Words—the different combinations of tiles that have
meaning that others can understand

Sentences—assembling the appropriate tile
combinations (the “words”) to create a winning hand,

known as a MAHJONG




| (50 ]| (2o |
9@ DD m“m

Characters 2 /
sl f\ :’L

4 of each =108 tiles



4 of each = 28 tiles



Pop Quiz

How many tiles in a Chinese mahjong set?
How many different suits?

Name the different suits?

How many different tiles in each suit?
What are the two types of Honor tiles?
Name the three dragons?






byes

Two of a kind, a pair
(suits, winds or dragons)
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Pung

Three of a kind
(suits, winds or dragons)
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Kong

Four of a kind
(suits, winds or dragons)
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Chee

A consecutive numerical sequence
of 3 tiles in a single suit

(no dragons or winds)




Pop Quiz

What is four-of-a-kind called?

What is a consecutive sequence in one suit
called?

What is three-of-a-kind called?
How many tiles in eyes?




The MAHJONG

A MAHJONG is essentially a complete
sentence using the available types of
“words” (eyes, pungs, kongs, and chees).

The tirst player to complete a MAHJONG
wins the game and announces “Mahjong!”



But, what constitutesa MAHJONG?

A MAHJONG has five parts: 4 sets + 1 pair
of eyes

The 4 sets can be ANY combination of
pungs, kongs, or chees
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Pop Quiz

How many pairs of eyes in a mahjong?
How many sets in a mahjong?

What is the minimum number of tiles in a
mahjong?



Mahjong fluency

Letters—circles, bamboos, characters,
winds, and dragons

Words—Just 4 types of meaningful tile
combinations (eyes, pungs, kongs, and
chees)

Sentence (Mahjong)—4 sets
(pungs/kongs/chees) + 1 pair of eyes




Bit of a problem

Suits - 3 X 9 X 4 =108 tiles
Honors - 7x 4 = 28 tiles

108 + 28 =136



Flowers

Composed of FLOWERS and SEASONS, but they are
both referred to as “flowers”

Flowers Seasons
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Flowers (continued)

Flowers CANNOT be used to form eyes,
pungs, kongs, or chees.

They are immediately melded and replaced
with a new tile from the flower wall.

Presence or absence of specific flowers will
eventually be used when scoring the
winning hand.
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Questions?
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