
Cutting the TV Cord in 2026: Pros & Cons and Best Options
OLLI course through U of AZ
 
             Central Tucson OLLI Location: Palo Verde Room
Schedule (2 sessions): Fridays, 2/6 & 2/13/2026, 3:00 PM

Group Facilitator - Bill Jackson
Email: billjackson.mn@gmail.com
Welcome! – Looking forward to our time together in this fast-paced 2-session class. We have lots of content to overview and discuss on this rapidly evolving topic. Our overall goal is to help you gain a practical understanding of whether (and how) you might consider, plan or improve a TV streaming set-up aligned to your viewing & budget preferences. 
Course Description - TV viewing is rapidly migrating from traditional satellite/cable TV services to an increasing reliance on internet TV streaming options. This class will help you weigh the issues, opportunities, and best options for tailoring your personal TV streaming setup. Our session will overview streaming pros and cons, equipment and content options, costs, and specific decisions and actions required. We’ll also provide a deeper dive by including a demo of a typical streaming setup, as well as a demo of an innovative streaming website for identifying your best potential TV apps. 
Learning Objectives –
· Pros & cons of cutting the TV cord
· Specific steps for setting up streaming TV for your home
· Streaming devices vs. smart TVs
· Tailoring your best options for streaming services & apps
· Streaming local Tucson channels
· Streaming options for seasonal homes
· Cloud-based DVRs & how to minimize commercials
· Costs of streaming TV vs. cable/satellite TV
· Strategies for optimizing the cost effectiveness of streaming
· Combining streaming with an over-the-air TV antenna
· Demo of a typical internet-based TV streaming setup
Materials/Resources Provided
During the first session, attendees will be provided with an online link address for accessing & downloading a pdf copy of an extensive deck of PowerPoint slides as a personal resource, with useful information and numerous additional web links on TV streaming.
Instruction Format
· We will utilize a combination of highly graphic background slide presentational resources, class discussion, demo of a typical streaming set-up, and an optional opportunity for participants to use their personal laptops or connected devices to briefly explore a TV streaming online resources we’ll be discussing and referencing.
Class policies
· Attendance – Past sessions of this class have had a waiting list, so please cancel your registration if unable to attend.
· Cell Phones – Please mute or turn off during class time
· Accessibility - Please advise me prior to the 1st class session if you have any concerns related to any personal accommodation you might need to ensure a productive learning environment. I’ll do my best to support you!
See you in class!
Bill Jackson


