Poe’s Critical Thoughts on the Tale

From  Godey’s Lady’s Book, November 1847
Were I called upon, however, to designate that class of composition which, next to such a poem as I have suggested, should best fulfil the demands and serve the purposes of ambitious genius, should offer it the most advantageous field of exertion, and afford it the fairest opportunity of display, I should speak at once of the brief prose tale. History, philosophy, and other matters of that kind, we leave out of the question’ of course. Of course, I say, and in spite of the graybeards. These graver topics, to the end of time, will be best illustrated by what a discriminating world, turning up its nose at the drab pamphlets, has agreed to understand as tolerate The ordinary novel is objectionable, from its length, for reasons analogous to those which render length objectionable in the poem. As the novel cannot be read at one sitting, it cannot avail itself of the immense benefit of totality. Worldly interests, intervening during the pauses of perusal, modify, counteract and annul the impressions intended. But simple cessation in reading would, of itself, be sufficient to destroy the true unity. In the brief tale, however, the author is enabled to carry out his full design without interruption. During the hour of perusal, the soul of the reader is at the writer's control.
A skillful artist has constructed a tale. He has not fashioned his thoughts to accommodate his incidents, but having deliberately conceived a certain single expect to be wrought, he then invents such incidents, he then combines such events, and discusses them in such tone as may best serve him in establishing this preconceived effect. If his very first sentence tend not to the outbringing of this effect, then in his very first step has he committed a blunder. In the whole composition there should be no word written of which the tendency, direct or indirect, is not to the one pre-established design. And by such means, with such care and skill, a picture is at length painted which leaves in the mind of him who contemplates it with a kindred art, a sense of the fullest satisfaction. The idea of the tale, its thesis, has been presented unblemished, because undisturbed — an end absolutely demanded, yet, in the novel altogether unattainable.

Poe’s review of Edward Bulwer-Lytton’s novel  Night and Morning ( From the Forward to The Annotated Poe by William Giraldi). 
“We could never bring ourselves to attach any idea of merit to mere length.” The ordinary talk about ‘continuous and sustained effort’ is pure twaddle and nothing more.” The need to sustain suspense and keep a stor going over hundreds of pages forces the novelist to supply much additional exposition and incidental detail, which do not necessarily enhance a story’s effectiveness. The brevity of he prose tale allows theauthor to control plot, action, and character to achieve that which is alone worth the attention of the critic—unity or totality of effect.”

