
Self-Publishing 
101:
How to Get Your 
Book on Amazon



Class #2 –
Your Cover 
and e-Book

Creating an author account on Amazon

Creating Your Book Cover

How to set up your e-book files on KDP

Publishing your e-book on KDP

Questions



Setting Up Your KDP Account with Amazon

Go to 
Amazon.KDP.com & 
sign in using your 
Amazon account

1

Set up your 
author profile 
(name, address, 
contact info, etc)

2

Provide bank 
information for 
royalties

3

Fill in tax ID 
information 

4



Creating a 
Compelling Book 

Cover



Your Cover is 
Your Book’s “First 
Impression”

It should align with your genre

It should be memorable

Avoid clutter and difficult to read fonts

Use colors that please you

A few words about using photos



Look at 
Covers You 
Find 
Appealing

Font style and size

Graphics

Large  title or large author name?

Dark or colorful?

Select three existing covers to guide 
your choices for your own cover 



Creating Your 
Own Book Cover 
Using Cover 
Creator on KDP

Choose a 
template

Select royalty-free 
graphics or use 

one of their 
images 

Pick a font

Drop in your cover 
text material for 

the book blurb and 
author bio

Preview your cover



A few words 
about book 
cover 
graphics

Use a memorable image

Pick colors that convey the “feel” of your book 

Keep it simple!

Make sure the font is easy to read even in very 
small (thumbnail) size

Use only “royalty free” 
illustrations or photos

-Dreamstime
-Getty Images
-Shutterstock



Hiring a graphic 
artist to create 
your cover for 
you



Tips on 
selecting 
someone 
else to do 
your cover 
design 

1
• Be ready to send them at least two examples of 

covers you like from published books

2
• Negotiate the total price upfront

3
• Describe your cover in a few sentences

• “I want a bold graphic of a horse in silhouette. 
I want the cover to be in shades of orange, 
tan, and brown with black or white font for the 
title and my name.”



What fiverr* artist 
MA Rehman 
designed for me 
for $30

*fiverr.com= online 
creative help



Your contract with 
your cover designer

• Know what the “deliverables” 
will be

• Agree on a finished price
• Set a deadline and have an 

“opt out” clause if deadline 
isn’t met

• Negotiate the number of 
edits or changes allowed 
within the price quote

• Keep up your end of the 
bargain!



Creating an E-book on 
Amazon KDP



An E-book 
requires:

A thumbnail-size cover

A Word or other common word-processing 
software file

A blurb for the sales page on Amazon

Key words to help prospective buyers find your 
book

Pricing and distribution







Your book 
description

Write your blurb in the same “voice” or 
style as your manuscript

Keep it to a short paragraph or two 
(about 150 words)

Remember this is a marketing tool: 
you are trying to get people interested 
in reading your book





A few words 
about “key 

words”

They are used by 
Amazon’s 

algorithm to 
locate your book 

for potential 
readers

Use words that 
you think 

readers might 
use to search for 

your title

Genre is 
important

Consider genres 
that may 

crossover 



Upload your manuscript and cover



Inserting 
pictures into 

your 
manuscript

Resolution must be at 
least 300 dpi (check 
your file)

Use the “Insert” tab, 
do not cut and paste 
graphics



Preview Your 
E-book 
Before 
Publishing!





Book Identification

• ISBN stands for International 
Standard Book Number.

• An e-book does not have to have 
an ISBN on Amazon 

• We’ll talk more about ISBNs in 
the class about paperback 
editions as they do require an 
ISBN number



Pricing and 
distribution
• Price your book according to 

your goal
• Notice Amazon’s pricing 

structure for e-books
• You can always raise or lower 

the price after publication
• Amazon Select allows you to 

put your book “on sale” or make 
it free throughout the year

• Choose the widest distribution 
possible





Publishing Your 
E-book





Next Week’s Class

• Preparing your paperback cover

• Preparing your interior pages for print

• Publishing a Print-on-Demand paperback on 
Amazon using KDP

• Quick review of the self-publishing process



Questions?
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