
Self-Publishing 
101:
How to Get Your 
Book on Amazon



Class 3 

Preparing a paperback cover

Preparing interior pages for print

Publishing a Print-on-Demand paperback
on Amazon using KDP

Quick review of the self-publishing process



Paperback 
cover

Use cover graphics from e-book 
edition

Spine

Back cover

• Blurb
• Author bio and photo
• SKU and ISBN



Create Interior Pages File
• Create a PDF file
• “For the best results, we recommend that you convert your manuscript 

file to a PDF before uploading it to KDP.”
• If you are comfortable with Adobe Acrobat (which makes .pdf files) do it 

yourself
• If you are not, hire it done.
• Your paperback interior pages file should follow accepted standards

• Title page
• Copyright and ISBN page on back of title page
• Chapters start on right-facing pages
• Book title on left pages, author name on right pages



Back-up Your 
.pdf Interior 
Pages file!



With all your paperback elements in place 
you are ready to begin the publishing 
process



Go To KDP.com



Fill in Book Details 



Copy and Proofread Your Book Blurb



Categories and Keywords



Determine Your Publication Date



Your ISBN



Book Identification 
Number

ISBN stands for International 
Standard Book Number, a 
unique identifier for books 
and book-like publications that 
helps retailers, libraries, and 
distributors identify specific 
editions for ordering, tracking, 
and sales. An ISBN, which is 13 
digits long.



Purchase ISBN or Use Free ISBN?

• This is a personal choice

• Amazon provides free ISBN numbers for both Kindle e-books and paperback books, but 
then you can only distribute your book through Amazon 

• Some people purchase ISBN numbers to give them more flexibility in marketing and 
distribution

• You need a separate ISBN for each edition (e-book, paperback, hardcover) 

• What does a personal ISBN cost?
• Bowker, the premiere seller of ISBNs in the U.S. charges $125 for one and $295 for 

10 numbers purchased at the same time



Print Options



More Print Options



The Big Upload!



A-I and Preview 



Final Check

DON’T SKIP THE 
PREVIEW

ORDER A PROOF COPY 
BEFORE PUBLISHING

LOOK THROUGH THE 
ENTIRE BOOK 



Distribution and Royalties



Royalties based on print cost



Your Online KDP Bookshelf



KDP University at kdp.amazon.com



Updating or Changing Your Published 
Paperback Book
• The below link takes you to the page on KDP that explains what 

CAN and CANNOT be changed after publishing
• https://kdp.amazon.com/en_US/help/topic/G200736410
• These things CANNOT be changed:

Language Primary Author

ISBN choice Book Title & Subtitle

Trim Size Royalty Rate

Ink and Paper Type Edition Number

https://kdp.amazon.com/en_US/help/topic/G200736410
https://kdp.amazon.com/en_US/help/topic/G200736410


Review

• Get all your elements prepared in advance
• Back up your files in three places (cloud, 

computer, flashdrive)
• Go to KDP.com and set up account
• Publish the e-book edition (use the 

Preview function)
• Create the paperback edition (Preview 

online and order review copy before 
release)

• Go to KDP Bookshelf to track sales and 
reader reviews



Questions?
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