TANZANIA GOVERNANCE AND POLITICS

Independence – 1961
Nyerere and Ujamaa – president 1964-1985 during much of which time he tried to make Tz a socialist society, and promoted a one party state. Banks and businesses were nationalized and people were put together in communes under a campaign of Ujamaa (Familyhood).  His successor as president was an Arabic man from Zanzibar (Tanganyika and Zanzibar amalgamated as Tanzania in 1964).  After 1985, Tanzania embraced democracy and capitalism (Ujamaa was driving the people end the country into poverty) and a multiparty state (1992) but the party CCM has dominated  governance in the parliament and presidency.  CCM came out of the Tanganyika African National Union (Tanu) independence movement before 1961.  CCM has maintained power since then by a lot of grassroots activity – local community meetings etc., largesse and maybe bribery. 
Tanzania, with its many ethnic groups (tribes) has been a peaceful stable country until just recently.  It has had Christian and Muslim leaders.  Exceptions include the war with Idi Amin and Uganda in1979.  Jihadist threats have included the embassy bombing in 1998 and jihadis on the southern border with Mozambique.

Peaceful and stable until now…President Samia Hassan became president in 2021 upon the death of President Mugufuli.  She and the parliament ran for office in the election of 2025.  Her opposition was barred from running (the Wazalindo party was disqualified) or in prison for treason (the Chadema party) And she won 98% of the votes.  On Oct 29, 2025 there was widespread spontaneous demonstrating in multiple cities and a brutal crackdown by police forces with hundreds of people killed and mass disappearances.  A coalition of human rights organizations has asked the International Court of Criminal Justice to investigate. 
See Dan Pagets “Tanzanias Autocratic Reform-washing” (Journal of Democracy)

