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How the future tense works
All verbs use these endings attached to the infinitive:

e yo-€é
e tU-as
o él/ella/usted -a
e nosotros -emos
o ellos/ustedes -an
Regular example: hablar > hablaré, hablaras, hablara, hablaremos, hablaran

The irregular future stems:

Irregulars keep the same endings but change the stem. They fall into three predictable
groups:

1) Drop the e oriand add d
e poner - pondr-
o salir - saldr-
e tener~ tendr-
e venir = vendr-
e valer-valdr-
Example: tendré (1 will have)
2) Drop the e (no d added)
e poder~ podr-
e querer - querr-
o saber - sabr-
o haber > habr-
Example: podras (you will be able)
3) Unique stems (must be memorized)
o decir~dir-
e hacer> har-

Example: haran (they will do/make)
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These patterns are widely recognized in Spanish grammar guides and teaching resources.

Spanish uses two different future forms because they express two different kinds of
“future.” Both are correct, but they don’t feel the same to native speakers. The contrast is
widely explained in grammar guides, which note that ir + a + infinitive tends to express
intention or near-future plans, while the simple future often expresses predictions,
probability, or more distant/less immediate events.

How ir + a + infinitive works

This structure expresses a planned, intended, or about-to-happen future. It’s the Spanish
equivalent of English “going to...” and is extremely common in everyday speech.

¢ Voy a estudiar. I’'m going to study.
e Vamos aviajar mafiana. We’re going to travel tomorrow.
o Ellavaallamar mas tarde. She’s going to call later.

What it communicates

A decision already made

A plan already in motion

Something happening soon
¢ Asense of immediacy or intention

Grammar references emphasize that this form is the “secret weapon” for everyday
conversation because it’s simple and natural.

How the simple future works

The simple future uses the endings -é, -as, -a, -emos, -an added to the infinitive.
o Estudiaré. | will study.
e Viajaremos manana. We will travel tomorrow.
o Ella lamara mas tarde. She will call later.
What it communicates
e Aprediction

e Apromise
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e A probability
e A more distant or less immediate future
e Aspontaneous decision (“Fine, I’ll do it.”)

Grammar guides note that while both forms are correct, the simple future often carries
nuance about certainty, probability, or formality.

How native speakers choose between them

Real-world usage shows a strong preference for ir + a in everyday conversation. Learners
often notice that in Spain, Mexico, and across Latin America, people say voy a... far more
often than haré, comeré, saldré, etc. This is a well-documented pattern.

Everyday speech
e Voy a llamar después. (most common)
o Llamaré después. (correct, but feels more formal or certain)
Predictions or probability
¢ Llovera manana. (It will rain tomorrow.)
o Estara en casa. (He’s probably at home.)
Spontaneous decisions
o Estabien, lo haré. (Fine, I'lldo it.)
Putting it together

Both forms express the future, but they answer different questions:

Meaning ir + a + infinitive Simple future
Planned action v v

Near future v sometimes
Everyday conversation « dominant lesscommon
Prediction sometimes v

Probability (“He must be...”) no v



Meaning ir + a + infinitive Simple future
Spontaneous decision no v
Formal or distant future less common v

Using estudiar to show the nuance:
1) Voy a estudiar.
I’'m going to studly.
This communicates:
¢ aplanyou already made
¢ something you expectto do soon

e asense of intention or readiness

It’s the version students will hear constantly in real conversation.

2) Estudiaré.
| will studly.
This communicates:
e apromise
e adecision made in the moment
e aprediction about yourself
e something a bit more formal or distant
It can also sound like you’re reassuring someone.

Side-by-side meaning shift
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e Voy a estudiar esta noche. I’m going to study tonight (I’ve already decided).

o Estudiaré esta noche. | will study tonight (I promise / I’ve decided just now /I’'m

stating it firmly).



Using caminar to show the nuance
1) Voy a caminar.
I’'m going to go for a walk.
This communicates:
e aplan
e something you’re aboutto do
e acasual, everyday tone
It feels like: “This is what I’m planning next.”
2) Caminaré.
I will walk.
This communicates:
e adecision made on the spot
e apromise or determination

e aprediction about yourself

e amore formal or dramatic tone

It can sound like: “Fine, I’'ll walk,” or “I will walk, no matter what.”

Side-by-side meaning shift
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e Voyacaminar después de comer. I’m going to walk after eating (that’s my plan).

e Caminaré después de comer. | will walk after eating (I’'m stating it firmly / making a

decision).

“Voy a + infinitive” is your plan. The simple future is your prediction, promise, or

decision.
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Future Tense Practice Sheet (Regular + Irregular)

Future Tense Endings (added to the infinitive)
yo-é tu-as él/ella/usted-a nosotros-emos ellos/ustedes-an
Example (regular): hablar > hablaré, hablaras, hablara, hablaremos, hablaran
Irregular Future Stems (add the same endings)
Group 1: Drop vowel + add “d”
e poner~> pondr-
e salir~> saldr-
e tener-tendr-
e venir->vendr-
e valer -~ valdr-
Group 2: Drop vowel (no “d”)
e poder -~ podr-
e querer > querr-
e saber - sabr-
e haber - habr-
Group 3: Unique stems
e decir~>dir-

e hacer - har-



Fill-in-the-Blank (30 sentences)

Conjugate the verb in parentheses in the future tense.

1.

2.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

Yo

Tu

Ella
Nosotros
Ellos

Yo

Tu

El
Nosotros
Ustedes
Yo

Tu

Ella
Nosotros
Ellos

Yo

Tu

El
Nosotros
Ellos

Yo

Tu

Ella

Nosotros

mafana por la mafana. (estudiar)
la verdad algun dia. (saber)
una carta a su amiga. (escribir)
a México este verano. (viajar)
temprano. (llegar)
mas tarde. (salir)
un buen trabajo. (tener)
la puerta. (abrir)
contigo. (hablar)
la pelicula manana. (ver)
la mesa antes de cenar. (poner)
el proyecto a tiempo. (hacer)
la respuesta correcta. (decir)
un regalo para ti. (comprar)
en casa esta noche. (estar)
mas ejercicio este ano. (hacer)
muy lejos. (caminar)
a la fiesta con nosotros. (venir)
el examen. (tomar)
la comida. (preparar)
el libro mafana. (leer)
temprano mafiana. (despertarse)
mas café. (pedir)

contigo mafnana. (correr)
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25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.
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Ellos el problema. (resolver)

Yo mas dinero este mes. (ganar)
Tu la puerta con cuidado. (cerrar)
EL muy bien. (cantar)

Nosotros una casa nueva. (buscar)
Ellos pronto. (volver)

Answer Key (Complete Sentences + English)

1.

2.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

Yo estudiaré manana por la mafana. — | will study tomorrow morning.

Tu sabras la verdad algun dia. — You will know the truth someday.

Ella escribira una carta a su amiga. — She will write a letter to her friend.
Nosotros viajaremos a México este verano. — We will travel to Mexico this summer.
Ellos llegaran temprano. — They will arrive early.

Yo saldré mas tarde. — I will go out later.

Tu tendras un buen trabajo. — You will have a good job.

El abrira la puerta. — He will open the door.

Nosotros hablaremos contigo. — We will talk with you.

Ustedes veran la pelicula mafana. — You all will watch the movie tomorrow.
Yo pondré la mesa antes de cenar. — | will set the table before dinner.

Tu haras el proyecto a tiempo. — You will do the project on time.

Ella dira la respuesta correcta. — She will say the correct answer.

Nosotros compraremos un regalo para ti. — We will buy a gift for you.

Ellos estaran en casa esta noche. — They will be at home tonight.

Yo haré mas ejercicio este afio. — I will do more exercise this year.

Tu caminaras muy lejos. — You will walk very far.

Elvendra a la fiesta con nosotros. — He will come to the party with us.
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19. Nosotros tomaremos el examen. — We will take the exam.

20. Ellos prepararan la comida. — They will prepare the food.

21. Yo leeré el libro manana. — | will read the book tomorrow.

22. Tu te despertaras temprano manana. — You will wake up early tomorrow.
23. Ella pedira mas café. — She will ask for more coffee.

24. Nosotros correremos contigo mafana. — We will run with you tomorrow.
25. Ellos resolveran el problema. — They will solve the problem.

26. Yo ganaré mas dinero este mes. — | will earn more money this month.
27. Tu cerraras la puerta con cuidado. — You will close the door carefully.
28. El cantara muy bien. — He will sing very well.

29. Nosotros buscaremos una casa nueva. — We will look for a new house.

30. Ellos volveran pronto. — They will return soon.

Future Tense Practice Sheet: Choosing Between ir + a and the
Simple Future
Future Tense Endings (regular verbs)
yo-é tu-as él/ella/usted-a nosotros-emos ellos/ustedes-an
Example: hablar > hablaré, hablaras, hablara, hablaremos, hablaran
Irregular Future Stems
(Add the same endings as regular verbs)
Group 1: Drop vowel + add “d”

e poner-> pondr-

e salir~> saldr-

e tener->tendr-

e venir~> vendr-



valer > valdr-

Group 2: Drop vowel (no “d”)

poder > podr-
querer > querr-
saber > sabr-

haber > habr-

Group 3: Unique stems

decir » dir-

hacer > har-

Fill-in-the-Blank (30 sentences)

Choose either ir + a + infinitive or the simple future based on meaning and context. The

infinitive is provided.

1.

2.

10.

11.

12.

Yo mas tarde. (salir)

Ella manana, lo prometo. (llamar)

Nosotros a la playa este fin de semana. (ir)
Ellos creen que manana. (llover)

Tu un café antes de trabajar. (tomar)

Yo ya decidi: mas ejercicio. (hacer)

El piensa que un aumento pronto. (recibir)
Nosotros contigo después de clase. (hablar)
Ustedes el examen la proxima semana. (tomar)
Yo creo que ella tarde. (llegar)

Tu a limpiar tu cuarto ahora mismo. (empezar)

Ellos el proyecto mafana, segun el plan. (terminar)
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13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.
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Nosotros a cenar en ese restaurante nuevo. (ir)

Ella dice que la verdad. (decir)

Yo un libro nuevo este mes. (leer)

Tu muy cansado después del viaje. (estar)

EL a estudiar para el examen esta noche. (ponerse)
Nosotros creemos que bien en la presentacion. (salir)
Ellos avisitar a sus abuelos pronto. (ir)

Yo la respuesta en un minuto. (saber)

Tu conmigo mafiana por la mafana. (correr)

Ella a comprar un regalo hoy. (ir)

Nosotros mas tarde, lo decidimos ahora. (volver)
Ellos creen que frio esta noche. (hacer)

Yo a preparar la comida en unos minutos. (empezar)
Tu un buen dia, ya veras. (tener)

El a limpiar la cocina después. (ir)

Nosotros el problema, no te preocupes. (resolver)
Ellos pronto, segun el horario. (salir)

Yo a caminar después de cenar. (ir)

Answer Key (Complete Sentences + English)

** Some of these could be debatable, but they will make you think**

1.

Yo voy a salir mas tarde. — I’m going to go out later.

2. Ella llamara manana, lo prometo. — She will call tomorrow, | promise.

3. Nosotros vamos air a la playa este fin de semana. — We’re going to go to the beach

this weekend.



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.
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Ellos creen que llovera mafiana. — They think it will rain tomorrow.

Tu vas a tomar un café antes de trabajar. — You’re going to have a coffee before
working.

Yo ya decidi: haré mas ejercicio. — | will do more exercise.
El piensa que recibira un aumento pronto. — He thinks he will receive a raise soon.

Nosotros vamos a hablar contigo después de clase. — We’re going to talk with you
after class.

Ustedes tomaran el examen la préxima semana. — You all will take the exam next
week.

Yo creo que ella Wegara tarde. — | think she will arrive late.

Tu vas a empezar a limpiar tu cuarto ahora mismo. — You’re going to start cleaning
your room right now.

Ellos terminaran el proyecto manana. — They will finish the project tomorrow.

Nosotros vamos a cenar en ese restaurante nuevo. — We’re going to have dinner at
that new restaurant.

Ella dice que dira la verdad. — She says she will tell the truth.
Yo leeré un libro nuevo este mes. — | will read a new book this month.
Tu estaras muy cansado después del viaje. — You will be very tired after the trip.

Elva a ponerse a estudiar para el examen esta noche. — He’s going to start studying
for the exam tonight.

Nosotros creemos que saldremos bien en la presentacion. — We think we will do
well in the presentation.

Ellos van a visitar a sus abuelos pronto. — They’re going to visit their grandparents
soon.

Yo sabré la respuesta en un minuto. — / will know the answer in a minute.

Td vas a correr conmigo mafnana por la mafiana. — You’re going to run with me
tomorrow morning.

Ella va a comprar un regalo hoy. — She’s going to buy a gift today.
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23. Nosotros volveremos mas tarde, lo decidimos ahora. — We will return later; we’re
deciding that now.

24.Ellos creen que hara frio esta noche. — They think it will be cold tonight.

25.Yo voy a empezar a preparar la comida en unos minutos. — I’m going to start
preparing the food in a few minutes.

26. Tu tendras un buen dia, ya veras. — You will have a good day, you’ll see.
27.Elva a limpiar la cocina después. — He’s going to clean the kitchen later.

28. Nosotros resolveremos el problema, no te preocupes. — We will solve the
problem, don’t worry.

29. Ellos saldran pronto, segun el horario. — They will leave soon, according to the
schedule.

30. Yo voy a caminar después de cenar. — I’m going to walk after dinner.

Future Tense Practice: Two Ways to Say It (10 items)
Rewrite each sentence two ways: A) using ir + a + infinitive B) using the simple future.
1. I will study tonight. (estudiar)

A) B)

2. She will walk after lunch. (caminar)

A) B)

3. We will visit our friends soon. (visitar)

A) B)
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4. They will leave early. (salir)

A) B)

5. You (tu) will cook dinner. (cocinar)

A) B)

6. He will come to the party. (venir)

A) B)

7. l will read that book. (Leer)

A) B)

8. We will have a good day. (tener)

A) B)

9. She will tell the truth. (decir)

A) B)

10. They will run tomorrow morning. (correr)

A) B)

Answer Key (Two Versions + English)
1. I will study tonight.

A) Voy a estudiar esta noche. — I’'m going to study tonight. B) Estudiaré esta noche. — |
will study tonight.
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2. She will walk after lunch.

A) Va a caminar después del almuerzo. — She’s going to walk after lunch. B) Caminara
después del almuerzo. — She will walk after lunch.

3. We will visit our friends soon.

A) Vamos a visitar a nuestros amigos pronto. — We’re going to visit our friends soon. B)
Visitaremos a nuestros amigos pronto. — We will visit our friends soon.

4. They will leave early.

A) Van a salir temprano. — They’re going to leave early. B) Saldran temprano. — They will
leave early.

5. You (tu) will cook dinner.

A) Vas a cocinar la cena. — You’re going to cook dinner. B) Cocinaras la cena. — You will
cook dinner.

6. He will come to the party.

A) Va a venir a la fiesta. — He’s going to come to the party. B) Vendra a la fiesta. — He will
come to the party.

7.l will read that book.

A) Voy a leer ese libro. — I’'m going to read that book. B) Leeré ese libro. — | will read that
book.

8. We will have a good day.

A) Vamos a tener un buen dia. — We’re going to have a good day. B) Tendremos un buen
dia. — We will have a good day.

9. She will tell the truth.

A) Va a decir la verdad. — She’s going to tell the truth. B) Dira la verdad. — She will tell the
truth.

10. They will run tomorrow morning.

A) Van a correr manana por la mafnana. — They’re going to run tomorrow morning. B)
Correran manana por la mafiana. — They will run tomorrow morning.



