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El Condicional: Basic Lesson

1. What the Conditional Tense Expresses
The conditional tense is used to talk about:
e What would happen
¢ Whatsomeone would do
¢ Polite requests
¢ Hypothetical situations
e Future actions from a past point of view
Examples:
e Yo viajaria mas si tuviera dinero. (I would travel more if | had money.)
e ¢ Podrias ayudarme? (Could you help me?)
o Elladijo que llegaria tarde. (She said she would arrive late.)
2. How to Form the Conditional (Regular Verbs)

The conditional is easy to form because you keep the entire infinitive and add the
endings.

Endings: yo-ia tu-ias él/ella/usted-ia nosotros-iamos ellos/ustedes -ian
Examples:

o hablar > hablaria (I would speak)

e comer > comerias (you would eat)

e vivir 2 vivirian (they would live)
3. Irregular Conditional Verbs

These verbs use special stems, but the endings stay the same. They are the same irregular
stems as the future tense.

e decir~> diria (I would say)
e hacer ~ haria (I would do/make)

e poder~ podria (/ could / would be able to)
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e poner~> pondria ( would put)

e salir > saldria (/ would go out/leave)
e tener~>tendria (/ would have)

e venir > vendria (/ would come)

e querer~> querria (/ would want)

e saber > sabria ( would know)

o haber > habria (there would be)

4. When to Use the Conditional

Hypotheticals: Yo leeria mas si tuviera tiempo. (| would read more if | had time.)
o Polite requests: ;Podria usted repetir eso? (Could you repeat that?)
o Softened suggestions: Yo comeria antes de salir. (/ would eat before leaving.)

¢ Future from a past viewpoint: Ella dijo que vendria mafiana. (She said she would
come tomorrow.)

¢ Probability in the past: Serian las ocho. (It was probably around eight.)
5. Learning Tips
e Everyform has an accent on thei.

e« The conditional endings look identical to imperfect -er/-ir endings, but the
conditional attaches to the infinitive, not the stem.

e The sound -riais a strong clue that the verb is in the conditional.
e lrregular stems match the future tense, which helps with memorization.
6. Practice (Fill in the Blank)

Conjugate each verb in the conditional tense.

1. Yo___ mastemprano. (salir)

2. ¢Qué___ tuenmisituacion? (hacer)
3. Nosotros___ viajaralgun dia. (querer)
4. Elladijoque___ mafana. (venir)

5. Ellos contigo, pero estan ocupados. (ir)
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Answer Key

1.

2.

P

saldria
harias
querriamos
vendria

irian

More practice (Conditional):

1.

10.

Yo una casa en la montafia si pudiera. (comprar) (I would buy a house in the
mountains if | could.)

Tu mas, pero estas muy cansado. (estudiar) (You would study more, but you
are very tired.)

Ella contigo, pero tiene una reunioén. (ir) (She would go with you, but she has a
meeting.)

Nosotros el proyecto mafiana, pero no tenemos tiempo. (terminar) (We
would finish the project tomorrow, but we don’t have time.)

Ellos ayudarte, pero no entienden el problema. (poder) (They would help you,
but they don’t understand the problem.)

Ustedes mas temprano, pero el trafico es terrible. (salir) (You all would leave
earlier, but the traffic is terrible.)

Yo ese libro si fuera mas corto. (leer) (I would read that book if it were
shorter.)

Ta la verdad si confiaras en mi. (decir) (You would tell the truth if you trusted
me.)

EL una solucién mejor si tuviera mas informacion. (buscar) (He would look for
a better solution if he had more information.)

Nosotros contigo, pero ya tenemos planes. (cenar) (We would have dinner

with you, but we already have plans.)
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Answer Key
1. compraria
2. estudiarias
3. iria

4. terminariamos

5. podrian
6. saldrian
7. leeria
8. dirias
9. buscaria

10. cenariamos



