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Spanish Foundations
Core Structure: [conjugated verb] + infinitive

Spanish often uses a conjugated verb followed by an infinitive to express:

¢ wants
» preferences
o plans

In our last class, we expanded the chunks from the previous week’s lesson
on the verb ser (Yo soy abogado jubilado ...). We listened to and read each
other’s introductions to “get the gist” of the communications and to notice
how much meaning we can build with familiar pieces.

Expanding chunks to incorporate more complex phrasing

We are now taking the Core Structure [conjugated verb] + infinitive a
little further by combining:

« various core verbs

« various infinitives

o simple expansions (en / con)
e connectors (porque / y)

Verb: Querer (to want)
First Person Singular: guiero Meaning: I want to...
Quiero + infinitive (aprender, hablar, comer, vivir, trabajar, viajar)

Quiero aprender. Quiero hablar. Quiero comer. Quiero vivir. Quiero trabajar.
Quiero viajar.

Verb: Preferir (to prefer)
First Person Singular: prefiero Meaning: I prefer to...
Prefiero + infinitive (aprender, hablar, comer, vivir, trabajar, viajar)

Prefiero aprender. Prefiero hablar. Prefiero comer. Prefiero vivir. Prefiero
trabajar. Prefiero viajar.
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Verb: Ir (to go)
First Person Singular: voy Meaning: I am going to...
Voy a + infinitive (aprender, hablar, comer, vivir, trabajar, viajar)

Voy a aprender. Voy a hablar. Voy a comer. Voy a vivir. Voy a trabajar. Voy a
viajar. (Note: need to use the “a” here)

Now, use the Core Structure: [conjugated verb] + infinitive

and
Add a phrase you already know

e €en mi casa

e en mi clase

e en mi coche

e en una empresa (a company)

e con la gente (people in general)

Examples:

Yo quiero hablar con la gente. Yo prefiero comer en mi casa. Yo voy a
trabajar en una empresa.

Then ...
Add “porque” (because)

e porque quiero...
e porque prefiero...
e porque voy a...

You can use the same pattern after “because.”

Example: Yo quiero hablar espafiol porque yo quiero trabajar en una
empresa.

Use connectors to expand your sentences.
Use con, y, and any other connectors you know to round out your ideas.
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Homework (tarea)

This is completely optional and meant to support your learning — not to test
you.

Prepare two sentences to present to the class using the concepts above.
You may:

o speak from memory
o read from your notes
e or postin the Chat
Use vocabulary that matches your fluency level.

The following examples show how much meaning you can build with the
same core structure. The first two demonstrate fuller, more complex ideas,
and the third shows a mid-level version that stays simple but still feels real
and expressive.

You'll also see one new infinitive here -- estudiar. It wasn’t on the original
list, but it fits the same pattern perfectly. You can add any other infinitives
you already know, and they will plug into the structure the same way. A few
other frequently-used infinitives you might use are leer, escuchar,
escribir, descansar, caminar, and practicar.

Ejemplos:

e Quiero aprender en mi casa y hablar con la gente en mi clase porque voy a
trabajar en una empresa este ano.

e \/oy a viajar este ano y quiero hablar con la gente porque prefiero usar el
espanol en situaciones reales.

e Quiero aprender espanol en mi clase porque quiero usar el espanol con la
gente.



