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In terms of land mass, China is the second largest country in the world; Russia is the largest (World Bank) China’s population was estimated at 1.410 billion in 2024; numbers trending downward as young people’s desire for children declines, increasingly not enough working aged people to support retirees. (World Bank) 
In 2025, China’s GDP was approximately $19.23 trillion; US GDP was $30.5 trillion with Chinese per capita income approximately $14,000 and USA $75,000. US was $24,000 in 1990 (IMF, World Bank, Federal Reserve)  
Mandarin is China’s official language with countless regional dialects/languages also spoken. (CLI)  China invented papermaking, printing presses, paper money, compasses, gun powder, and ice cream.  (Noa 2000). 
The country has 60 UNESCO world heritage sites (second only to Italy with 61). These include the Great Wall, Forbidden City and the Terracotta Warriors among others. (UNESCO 2025 -- We visited 14.)
In 1980, some 19% of China’s population lived in cities, today it’s 67%. In 2024, China had 11 cities with populations over 10 million. Overall numbers of megacities are on rise.  (Chinese National Bureau of Statistics -- Estimates vary depending on how city boundaries are defined) 
A one-party state controlled by the Chinese Communist Party, its prior era of reform and openness was ended by Chairman Xi (2013) who has ruthlessly centralized his power maintaining a surveillance system of some 700 million cameras nationwide and a highly criticized human rights and labor record. With AI, gov’t economic and political espionage continues to grow. China gained tremendous tech experience and knowledge from Apple who established an in-house education program for its countless local engineers, technicians and scientists. (Economist 2025, Forbes, Amnesty International 2024, Apple in China, 2025.
Begun in 1978, China’s economic boom lifted some 800 million out of poverty but recent overbuilding in real estate has led to oversupply, unsustainable debt (personal, municipal and business), and resentment over corruption, high cost of living and inequities. (World Bank, Stanford 2024, NYT 2023, Newsweek 2025, conversations)
Globally, China’s economy is the second largest; was among the fastest growing in the world for over 30 years, producing serious environmental impacts. Economy now slowing.  (UN, World Bank) Shrinking economic opportunities and other uncertainties have fueled pessimism among youth. (Guardian 2022, conversations)
China is facing a dramatic increase in inequality; now has the second-largest number of billionaires in world, with top 10% of population owning 68% of the country’s wealth. Inequality percentages similar to the USA. Overall system – seen as politically centralized, economically decentralized. (World Inequality Database 2024, Economist)
China relies heavily on coal for most of its energy. While still building new coal power plants as well as nuclear plants, it has developed significant solar and wind facilities, aiming to reduce fossil fuel use to below 20% by 2060. (IEA, Guardian 2021)
China has world’s largest and longest network of high-speed railway lines; all having been completed since about 2000; (CNN 2020).  China is the world’s biggest producer of concrete, steel, solar panels, wind turbines, electric vehicles, clothing, toys, not to mention being home to 2,600+ pandas. (US Geological Survey, World Steel Assn, WTO, Int’l Energy Agency, BBC, CNN Business, Reuters, Nat’l Forestry/Grasslands Administration of China)
China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) is a massive infrastructure development venture aimed at expanding its world influence and trade: some 150 countries have indicated interest or signed on to its projects. From its 2013 inception to mid-2025, an estimated 1 trillion dollars has been spent and loaned worldwide on construction and investments in ports, bridges, roads, railways, airports, new tech, mining, oil and gas facilities etc. Concerns raised over projects causing environmental damage and unsustainable levels of debt in BRI countries. (Council on Foreign Relations, 2023, Green Finance & Development Center, Fudan University, Shanghai 2025)
