Jerry and Julia met at the 19th Hole on a Saturday afternoon while they were each attending a karaoke event. Jerry is a quiet and reserved guy who never goes up to sing but he enjoys watching others do so. Julia is more outgoing and doesn’t see herself as “the life of the party” but she likes to sing and will give it a try on occasion. Jerry was attracted to Julia’s friendly smile and confidence and got up the nerve to ask her on a date.
Fast forward two years. Jerry and Julia have been dating each other exclusively and are now considering marriage. A little more about their backgrounds:
· Jerry is 75 years old and has never married. He came close a couple of times and was engaged once in his late 30’s. He discovered that his fiancé was unfaithful which ended the engagement. It took him quite a while to consider dating again. He’s gone out here and there, just never seemed to find the right “one”. Jerry has no children. He was raised by loving but strict parents of German descent. Jerry always thought that he was loved, however there were few displays of physical affection. Jerry is the oldest of 3 children and often played a parental role with his younger siblings. The family was not poor but certainly not affluent. Jerry learned to be responsible with money and tries to make sure he doesn’t “waste money on frivolous things”. He has enough invested to live comfortably during his later years and even take a few nice vacations. Jerry owns a 2-bedroom townhouse in Green Valley. His parents are deceased however his 2 brothers are still living. His brothers live in Pennsylvania. They rarely see one another unless there is a wedding or funeral. They do speak on the phone occasionally, usually on a birthday or holiday.
· Julia is 66 years old. She and her ex-husband divorced 25 years ago. They have a 46-year-old daughter and a 37-year-old son. They have a cordial relationship and check in occasionally to talk about their children and grandchildren. After her divorce, Julia dated quite a bit but was commitment shy. She wanted to have “fun” for a while. Once she turned 60, she began to think more about finding someone to spend the rest of her life with. She and her ex-husband were quite successful financially, so money issues never really concerned her. Julia owns a large home in Green Valley. She often invites her children and grandchildren to visit, which they often do. True to her Italian heritage, she loves to cook large elaborate meals and share with family and friends. Her father is deceased however her mother is still living in New Jersey. Julia regularly tries to convince her mother to move to Arizona to be closer to her, often offering to renovate a space in her house for her mom. Julia likes to be generous, especially with family, and rarely hesitates if a family member asks for help. Julia’s family is also very affectionate and sometimes can seem loud and boisterous to outsiders.
