Dinosaur Museums and Sites Within a Few Days Drive from Tucson
These museums and dinosaur sites were included in the ten-day,  May 28 – June 6, 2025,  Sonoran Desert Museum Dinosaur Tour.
These museums are small and can be toured mostly under 2 hrs.
Not like the major museums in NYC, Wash, DC, Pittsburgh, Denver, etc. which can be overwhelming.
Those have a lot more items on display.
There are a number of other museums/research facilities in the western US with their own unique name. 

Most of these museums have been updated with the latest interpretations of dinosaurs.
Most of the “bones” in displayed reconstructed dinosaur skeletons are not real, but resin or other substance casts. The original, real bones are usually stored for further research.
Many have been 3D scanned and digital images are available for other research facilities to study. (and can make replicas for their own displays). Easy to send 3D image of a skull found in AZ to a research facility in China.
The museums will usually have gift shops with t-shirts, caps, books, etc.
Probably choose a non-summer month to visit, just like AZ.
Check gas, water, etc. for supplies are few and far between.

Dinosaur Museum – Blanding, UT
https://dinosaur-museum.org/

Trackways  - north of Moab, UT, along and off US Highway 191
· Poison Spider Dinosaur Tracks (3-toed Allosaurus) 
https://utahpaleo.org/2021/03/19/poison-spider-dinosaur-tracksite/

· Mill Canyon Dinosaur Tracks 
https://www.blm.gov/visit/mill-canyon-dinosaur-trailhead-interpretive-site

· Copper Ridge Dinosaur Trackways (likely Apatosaurus and Diplodocus)
https://www.blm.gov/visit/copper-ridge-dinosaur-tracks-interpretive-site

Eastern Utah State University Prehistoric Museum – Price, UT
https://eastern.usu.edu/prehistoric-museum/

Cleveland-Lloyd Dinosaur Quarry in Jurassic National Monument - near Price, UT
Quarry is temporarily closed, but Jurassic Journey and Cretaceous Climb trails via a bypass trails and visitor center are open (check before driving down unimproved road because it is a bit of a drive)
https://www.blm.gov/programs/national-conservation-lands/utah/jurassic-national-monument

https://www.blm.gov/visit/cleveland-lloyd-dinosaur-quarry
· More than 12,000 individual bones belonging to at least 74 individual dinosaurs have been collected here. The working dig site is known internationally for having the densest collection of Jurassic-era dinosaur fossils ever discovered.

Dinosaur Garden at the Utah Field House of Natural History – Vernal, UT
The field house is a museum with a diplodocus and other dinosaurs.
https://stateparks.utah.gov/parks/utah-field-house/

Dinosaur National Monument  
	Exposure of in-place partially excavated bones of a number of dinosaurs
	and dioramas of scenes from that time period
· Visitor Center in UT
· Visitor Center just past Dinosaur, CO
https://www.nps.gov/dino/

Canyon Pintado National Historic District  -  near Rangely, CO
Named for abundance of petroglyphs and pictographs left by the Fremont and Ute peoples  (no dinos, but a very interesting area)
https://www.blm.gov/visit/canyon-pintado-national-historic-district

https://www.rangelychamber.com/canyon-pintado-rock-art
(see info about self-guided tour)


Dinosaur Journey Museum – Fruita, CO
https://museumsofwesternco.org/dinosaur-journey/

Mygatt-Moore Quarry   - near Fruita, CO
https://www.blm.gov/visit/rabbit-valley-trail-through-time

· Quarry Digs and Paleo Adventures: 
· https://museumsofwesternco.org/dino-digs-and-adventures/

Navajo Moenave Dinosaur Tracks - near Tuba City, AZ (a primitive open air site with guides to show the tracks)
https://www.flagstaff.com/dinosaur-tracks
https://discovernavajo.com/dinosaur-tracks/

Petrified Forest National Park – east of Holbrook, AZ
Visit visitor center first – numerous outside exhibits of petrified tree trunks along a number of trials
https://www.nps.gov/pefo/index.htm

Video showing parade of dinosaurs with increasing size and a human to scale.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YFy6oTSalhU

There are a variety of these videos available online with the same theme but with various participants.
Also a variety of other videos with King Kong, Godzilla, Simpsons, etc. All interesting to watch.

Image of gastroliths. They look like river rock used in landscaping in AZ.
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