BOOKS

On Writing Well, William Zinsser -- includes two chapters on memoir. If you buy one book on writing, this may be the one. 

Vulture: The Private Life of an Unloved Bird, Katie Fallon -- I read the first paragraph of this book in class. If you want to fall in love with vultures, read this book!

Writing Down the Bones, Natalie Goldberg -- Goldberg came up with the timed writing practice, and her book is full of prompts. She is credited with getting tons of people writing!

Writing as a Way of Healing: How Telling Our Stories Transforms Our Lives, Louise DeSalvo - DeSalvo taught students at City College in NYC, and the book is full of examples and exercises. This book is an excellent resource for any writer but especially for anyone writing about trauma. 

Plot & Structure: Techniques and Exercises for Crafting a Plot That Grips Readers from Start to Finish, James Scott Bell. James Scott Bell has so many resources, and this book remains one of my favorites.

DIY MFA, Gabriela Pareira. We didn't discuss this book (the DIY MFA website is where you can find the Writer Igniter shuffle prompter I showed in class), and this book offers a LOT. I'm currently reading the chapter, "Outline Your Book Like a Boss." 

Do You Feel Like Writing? A Creative Guide to Artistic Confidence, Frankie Rollins. Frankie is the former Pima author I interviewed in the YouTube clip we watched in class. If you want to read the first chapter of her book free, it's available on the Pima library website here: https://libguides.pima.edu/c.php?g=1279449&p=9388851
You can also download a file of really helpful prompts for free. 

Self-Editing for Fiction Writers: How to Edit Yourself into Print, Renni Browne and Dave King. We didn't discuss this book, but it's one of my go-to books for fiction. Worried about how to write dialogue? Want some help on building characters? Wondering about point of view? Check this book out. 

Writing Together: How to Transform Your Writing in a Writing Group, Dawn Denham Haines, Susan Newcomer, and Jacqueline Raphael. We didn't discuss this book either. The authors were all at the University of Arizona, and although the book was published in 1997 and doesn't discuss online groups, this is a really helpful book on building a writing group. It's the book I used for my very first writing group 30 years ago!

WEBSITES
on prewriting 

Prewriting Strategies, Excelsior OWL - The Excelsior Online Writing Lab is a powerful resource. The list of prewriting strategies range from freewriting to listing to mapping and others. Hang out for a bit and explore! You'll see resources for all stages of the writing process. 

Writer Igniter - This is the prompt-shuffling generator at the DIY MFA website. Tons of fun! Go play!

on revision

Free Word Cloud Generator - Paste your text into a box and generate a word cloud, which indicates the words you rely on most in that text. You get a visual map of your writing, which can allow you to re-think it. 

The Writer's Diet - Helen Sword developed this tool (and also has a book and an app), and you paste some text into a box, and the website generates a chart indicating how many to-be verbs you use, how many times you use "this, that, these," and other aspects of your writing. This can be a helpful tool for self-editing. 

The Paramedic Method: A Lesson in Writing Concisely - House at the Purdue Online Writing Lab, this method was designed by a business writer. It offers a clear and easy method with excellent examples. Check it out!

Homegrown Handouts, San José State University Writing Center - Excellent handouts! Please browse this list. One that I find particularly useful is on 
Concrete Language, which you can download as a pdf.

general


Writing and Publishing Resources for Faculty and Students - This is the library guide I built with librarian Emily Besich as part of my sabbatical. The tabs all lead to work by Pima faculty on their sabbaticals. If you click on the Traditional Publishing tab, you'll see a series of YouTube videos produced by Dr. Eric Aldrich. Each of the tabs offers lots of resources.

Jane Friedman - tons of resources for fiction and nonfiction. Check out the Topics pull-down menu, and be prepared to spend some time exploring!

Writer's Digest - another hugely resource-rich site. Again, take some time to explore.


Janice Hardy's Fiction University -- this site is currently marked as "not secure." Nevertheless, I find this site really helpful. 

We talked a little bit about publishing scams, so I'm including a video from Reedsy that explains these scams really well: 
I Called a Scam Publisher Impersonating My Company (Reedsy Scam Exposed)

