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May 18, 2026	DAVID YOUNGERMAN – OLLI	

Class Worksheet - From Gospel to Soul 
Class Notes from 5/12 and 5/18/2026

As promised, here are the key sources from this week’s class and links to all the videos, including some that we didn’t have time to view. 

Books:

Sweet Soul Music (Rhythm and Blues and the Southern Dream of Freedom) and
Feel like Going Home
Both By Peter Guralnick

Aretha: From These Roots
By Aretha Franklin and David Ritz

Gladys Knight – Between Each Line of Pain and Glory
By Gladys Knight

Dream Boogie: The Triumph of Sam Cooke
By Peter Guranick

Dreams to Remember: Otis Redding, Stax Records, and the Transformation of Southern Soul
By Mark Ribowsky

Movies:

Standing in the Shadow of Motown (2002)
The story of the Funk Brothers, the musicians who played on hundreds of MOTOWN hits in the 60s & 70s who were the unheralded stars of Motown.
Available on Netflix and YouTube

The Blues Brothers (1980)
A complete mess of a movie that’s fun. It’s worth watching for the performances of Aretha Franklin, James Brown, and Ray Charles with the best musicians from Stax/Volt (Steve Cropper, Donald Dunn, Willie Hall and Matt “Guitar” Murphy) accompanying them.
Available on Netflix and Amazon Prime plus other streaming services

Sunday Best: The Untold Story of Ed Sullivan (2025)
Documentary directed by Sacha Jenkins that premiered on July 21, 2025. It highlights Ed Sullivan’s legacy of racial equality by showcasing how he broke barriers by featuring Black artists, musicians, and comedians on his Sunday night variety show during the 1950s and 60s.
Available on Netflix

Links to Songs presented in class:

After you download this document, these links should all operate as normal links. Just click on one and it will bring you directly to the clip from class, although the commercials will now precede the video. You can also cut and paste the link directly into your browser box and access it.

Oh Happy Day: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=or0Qe5aCkRU&list=RDor0Qe5aCkRU&start_radio=1


He’s Been a Shelter for Me:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YmmAVEPjh-I&list=RDVmizCScGLmY&index=2

Touch the Hem of His Garment:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xaSmjdWEK9E&list=RDKFDIcfD4EyM&index=10  

Loveable:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=djALJyj1KqE&list=RDdjALJyj1KqE&start_radio=1

Bring It on Home to Me:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p73AQkeqQf4&list=RDp73AQkeqQf4&start_radio=1 

Shout:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YnOjpNHf54U

Who’s That Lady:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_7hAabfP8Ug&list=RD_7hAabfP8Ug&start_radio=1

Gene Autry:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9nw-4TOo20Y  

Johnny Cash and June Carter:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JcnNb7Pnmok

Ricky Nelson:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WsKUcveCeqA

And Most Importantly, RAY CHARLES:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HSYUiABhGu4   


Hit the Road Jack:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EU8gnEeqUwo&list=RDEU8gnEeqUwo&start_radio=1

People Get Ready:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VOXmaSCt4ZE&list=RDVOXmaSCt4ZE&start_radio=1

Keep on Pushing:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uLMRzDFMvEo&list=RDs3Itb17PXvw&index=5   

Higher and Higher:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=elL8eWwSczQ&list=RDelL8eWwSczQ&start_radio=1

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GDyoMOHrH9c&list=RDGDyoMOHrH9c&start_radio=1

Midnight Plane to Houston (?)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2Z05VOfkqw4&list=RD2Z05VOfkqw4&start_radio=1

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-7n5oQ0QYoQ’

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rhnRyQCeqXI&list=RDmzDVaKRApcg&index=14

Til You Come Back to Me:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pTnCHP-9Wdo 

Think:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sP3KSR5dPh4

I Heard It Through the Grapevine:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SiyM_wLkVK4

My Girl:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LST-r4X6DAk&list=RDLST-r4X6DAk&start_radio=1

Reach Out, I’ll Be There:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2EaflX0MWRo&list=RD2EaflX0MWRo&start_radio=1

What Becomes of the Broken Hearted:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j-U-WK0lKq8  

I Can’t Go For That – From Live From Daryl’s House
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ncyj7zrNggM&list=RDncyj7zrNggM&start_radio=1

SNL Parody
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZkPSbp3zTfo

Some Recordings to look for on Spotify, Apple Music or other sites you use to build your personal playlists

Modern Sounds in Country and Western Music – Ray Charles
Charles recorded two amazing albums of Country music during his career at ABC Paramount records. These two albums have been combined along with some additional C/W songs that he recorded while with that record company. Songs by Hank Williams, Don Gibson, Boudleaux Bryant and other great C/W composers receive the great RC touch. 



Gladys Knight and the Pips – Various Anthologies
Their career began in church and lasted forever. Their first hit was “Every Beat of My Heart” when Gladys was 16 and already a seasoned professional. Gladys is still on the road at the tender age of 81 and recently performed at the Rialto in Tucson in March of this year. The best anthologies include their work for various NYC labels, then onto to Motown and after declaring their “independence”, they made great records at Buddah and Columbia. 


Other Sources of Fun 

Live from Daryl’s House – Search for this on YouTube and you can find whole shows and selected songs from performances at the upstate NY home of Daryl Hall (of Hall and Oates).

Each episode features a guest artist or group, and with minimal rehearsal Daryl and his band perform songs with them and they share a chef prepared lunch! This show has introduced me to so many contemporary artists I’ve never heard of, and Daryl (now 79 years old) also has shows in this series with musicians you know like Smokey Robinson, The O’Jays, and Booker T.

This link to Wikipedia tells the history of the show and has the complete list of 91 shows that are accessible on YouTube. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Live_from_Daryl%27s_House

Tiny Desk Concerts -  NPR

NPR's Tiny Desk Concerts feature intimate live performances from a wide range of artists, and most of them are accessible on the NPR Music YouTube channel. Popular recent performances include artists like mxmtoon, tobi lou, and Elmiene.

I confess to knowing almost none of the performers in this series, but the occasional name I know always provides a great concert in an almost unmanageable space. There’s an updated concert list at:

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL1B627337ED6F55F0

I highly recommend four of the concerts –

The Kronos Quartet - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rWigCEcb4LA&list=PL1B627337ED6F55F0&index=16

Buddy Guy –
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m5XxOLdMSS8&list=PL1B627337ED6F55F0&index=22

John Fogerty –
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H4uzympZPx0&list=PL1B627337ED6F55F0&index=36

Nora Jones –
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6jYtRQ2tHGg&list=PL1B627337ED6F55F0&index=209

And sample some of the concerts by artists you do not know. I’ve grown to appreciate performers that I would otherwise not encounter.

I apologize if we didn’t have ample time for questions and comments, and I’ll fix that going forward. I prepared too much to show and tell, and next time it will be edited (or expanded to multiple sessions).

And super kudos to the gentleman up front (at the first presentation) who knew and correctly pointed out the reason that the Isley Brother “nephew” on guitar channeled his solos from Jimi Hendrix. Hendrix spent about 6 months with their band before he was Jimi – he was James Hendricks then! 

David Y.

