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Nancy Kidnapping 

Prepared for OLLI News & Views — Local Case Discussion 

This one happened less than two hours from here. On February 1st, 84-year-old Nancy Guthrie 

— mother of "Today" show anchor Savannah Guthrie — vanished from her Catalina Foothills 

home in the middle of the night. Six months later, despite the FBI, hundreds of agents, and national 

media attention, there's still no suspect, no charges, and no answers. 

How to Read This Packet 

Before the session, review this background packet along with the attached Missing Persons First 

24 Hours checklist, and come prepared to discuss using the analytical lenses described in both 

documents. This isn't a true-crime recap — it's meant to be worked like an actual case review. 

Students are encouraged to research this case independently and to use AI tools to assist in their 

preparation for additional information and to form questions. 

Timeline Issues: Two Key Turning Points 

When did this change from a voluntary missing-person case to a kidnapping investigation? 

Guthrie was reported missing to the Pima County Sheriff's Department around 12:15 p.m. on Feb. 

1 — opened, at that moment, as a standard missing-person case. By the next day, Monday, Feb. 2, 

Sheriff Chris Nanos publicly announced that homicide detectives had taken over, after 

investigators found evidence of forced entry and a struggle at the residence, and noted that 

Guthrie's wallet, phone, and vehicle were all left behind — circumstances inconsistent with a 

voluntary departure. That's roughly a 24-hour turnaround from "missing person" to "probable 

abduction / crime scene." 

When did it become a federally involved investigation? 

This is where the timeline gets contested. FBI and U.S. Customs and Border Protection assistance 

was offered almost immediately — within the first day or two, federal personnel were already 

helping with the physical desert search. But offering assistance is different from having full 

investigative access and primacy. FBI Director Kash Patel's public claim that his agency was "kept 

out" for four days would place full federal access around Feb. 5 — which is also when DNA testing 

on the porch blood was completed, suggesting the FBI's more active analytical role escalated once 

forensic evidence existed, not from hour one. Sheriff Nanos disputes this framing, maintaining an 

FBI task force member was present very early. Both things can be partly true: early physical 

assistance is well documented; full analytical partnership appears to have ramped up several days 

in. 

Case Summary 

Nancy Ellen Long Guthrie was born in Fort Wright, Kentucky, in January 1942. She married 

Charles Guthrie; the couple had three children, including Savannah. Savannah Guthrie is NBC 

News's Chief Legal Correspondent and co-anchor of the "Today" show, a role she's held since 

2012 after joining the program in 2011. Charles died in 1988.  
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Nancy later settled in the Catalina Foothills, an unincorporated community of roughly 53,000 

people north of Tucson known for its quiet desert lifestyle — an area Savannah has publicly 

described as a peaceful family retreat, calling it a place where she feels her late father "in the 

wind." She grew up in Tucson, Arizona, in the same Catalina Foothills house her mother was later 

abducted from. 

At 84, Nancy lived alone. Investigators describe her as mentally sharp with no cognitive 

impairment, but with limited physical mobility and a dependence on daily medication — a detail 

authorities stressed early on, since separation from her medication for more than 24 hours could 

become life-threatening. 

Reporting delay: She was last seen by family on the evening of Jan. 31, after visiting her daughter 

Annie's home, and was dropped off at her own house that night. She was not reported missing to 

the Pima County Sheriff's Department until the next day — Feb. 1, around 12:15 p.m. — after a 

fellow churchgoer called a family member to ask why she hadn't shown up that morning. This gap 

reflects an ordinary family reaction, not investigative delay: nothing about the previous night had 

appeared alarming to anyone at the time. 

What Happened vs. What Investigators Learned, and When 

This is a distinction worth building into how your group reads any case timeline: the order events 

actually happened is not the same as the order investigators learned about them. Evidence can sit 

unrecovered for days or years before anyone realizes it exists. 

Event Timeline (when it actually happened) 

• Jan. 31, evening — Nancy last seen alive by family; dropped off at her home that night. 

• Feb. 1, ~2:00 a.m. — A masked, gloved, armed figure tampers with the doorbell camera (this 

footage exists at this moment but is not seen by anyone yet). 

• Feb. 1, shortly after 2:00 a.m. — Her pacemaker monitoring app loses contact with her phone. 

• Overnight, exact time unknown — Forced entry and a struggle occur at the residence. 

Discovery Timeline (when investigators and family actually learned each fact) 

• Feb. 1, ~12:15 p.m. — Family alerted she missed church; they go to the house, find her wallet, 

phone, and car still present but Nancy gone; they call PCSD. Case opened as a missing 

person. 

• Feb. 1–2 — Initial search using drones, K-9 units, volunteers, and Border Patrol support; 

investigators note signs of forced entry and blood on the front steps. Voluntary walk-away 

by senior adults are common. 

• Feb. 2 (Monday) — Sheriff Nanos announces homicide detectives have taken over; case 

reclassified from missing person to probable abduction. 

• Feb. 5 — DNA testing confirms the porch blood belongs to Nancy. 

• ~Feb. 10 — FBI, working with Google, recovers cached doorbell footage — this is the 

moment investigators actually see the masked figure from 2 a.m. on Feb. 1, nine days after 

the fact. 
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• Following days — Two ransom notes surface: one demanding $6 million cash, a later one 

demanding bitcoin; a further note claims she died shortly after the abduction (unconfirmed 

by authorities). 

• Status today — Unsolved. No suspect charged. No confirmed motive. Nancy Guthrie's 

whereabouts remain unknown. 

A Conflict Worth Noting: Two Witnesses, Two Different Scenes 

Savannah Guthrie, in her first public interview, described the home as ransacked — belongings 

scattered throughout, blood found on the front steps, the Ring camera ripped from the wall, and 

the back doors propped open. A law enforcement source later told a different outlet that the interior 

was "immaculate" and showed no signs of assault, with some rooms even pristinely kept. 

Two credible-seeming witnesses, two very different pictures of the same scene. This is a good 

real-world example of why a witness account is never the end of an investigation — it's the start 

of one. Worth asking the group: how do investigators reconcile two honest, first-hand accounts 

that contradict each other this directly? 

Applying the Three Solve-Mechanisms 

Witnesses — First hand knowledge of the event or secondary background information. No one 

saw the abduction itself. Only incidental evidence exists: the doorbell camera, the pacemaker 

signal loss, and now two conflicting accounts of the scene's condition. 

Forensics — physical evidence: DNA, prints, digital trace (cell tower data, iCloud photos, 

blockchain), CCTV Forensics — Confirmed whose blood was on the porch, but produced no 

suspect ID. Doorbell footage exists, but the suspect deliberately masked.  

Admission — Admission/Confession — a suspect talks, whether through interrogation, a co-

defendant flipping, or bragging to the wrong person. If this wasn't a lone actor (two ransom notes 

with inconsistent terms suggest it may not be), every additional person involved is a potential 

future informant.  

The Patel–Nanos Dispute 

In a May 2026 podcast interview with Sean Hannity, FBI Director Kash Patel said the Pima County 

Sheriff's Department waited too long to involve the FBI, claiming "for four days we were kept out 

of the investigation." His specific complaints: 

• Sheriff Nanos' office sent DNA evidence to a private lab in Florida instead of the FBI's lab 

in Quantico, despite the FBI having a plane on the ground ready to fly it in for faster 

processing. 

• Patel credited the FBI's later involvement with working with Google to recover cached 

doorbell-camera footage — producing the case's first real break, images of the masked 

suspect. 

Sheriff Nanos pushed back directly, disputing the "four days" framing: his department said an FBI 

task force member was on scene the night Guthrie was first reported missing, and that coordination 

began without delay. The sheriff's office says it remains committed to a "thorough, coordinated, 

and fact-based investigation" alongside federal partners. 
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The jurisdictional question: A missing-person case is presumptively local/state jurisdiction. It 

becomes federal territory once there's evidence of an actual kidnapping with interstate transport, 

or a ransom demand crossing state lines — which did occur here once the ransom notes surfaced. 

Patel's "four days" framing treats FBI primacy as a given from hour one; Nanos' framing treats it 

as a case that became federal only once kidnapping/ransom evidence appeared. Worth putting 

directly to the group: whose call should day one have been? 

Discussion Questions for the Group 

• If forensics has stalled and there was no direct eyewitness to the abduction, is this now 

fundamentally a "wait for someone to talk" case? 

• Whose call should it have been on day one — Pima County's or the FBI's — and does it 

matter that this started as a missing-persons case rather than a confirmed federal kidnapping? 

• Is continued media attention and reward money doing more good right now than additional 

lab work — by keeping pressure (guilt, fear, or opportunity) alive on whoever already knows 

something? 

• Given the gap between when the doorbell footage was recorded and when it was actually 

recovered, how many other unsolved cases might have similar unexamined evidence still 

sitting somewhere? 

• How do you reconcile Savannah Guthrie's account of the home with the law enforcement 

source's account — and what does that tell you about how much weight to give any single 

witness statement? 


