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Spanish Letter C — Boot Camp Support Document (Module Three)
Understanding Soft C and Hard C
1. Overview
Spanish C has two predictable sounds:
o asoft C (like English “s”)

« ahard C (like English “k”)

2. The Two Sounds of C
SoftC

e Sounds like English s

e Occursonly before Eandl
Hard C

e Sounds like English k

e Occurs before A, O, U, and consonants

3. When C Is Soft
Spanish softens C only before E and I:
e ce-~>cena

e ci~>cine

4. When C Is Hard

C stays hard before A, O, U, and consonants:
e ca-~>casa
e cCO~cosa
e cu-cubo

e cl,cr~>clase,cruz
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Note: Hard C is the default. Spanish only softens C in very specific environments.

5. The QU Rule (Hard C Rescue)
Spanish uses QU to keep the hard C sound before Eand I.
e que - qué, gueso
e qui->quince, quitar
The U is silent. Its only job is to protect the hard C from softening.
Metaphor:
“The U rescues the C from becoming soft.”

This mirrors the GU pattern for the letter G.

6. Why C Confuses Learners
e English soft Cis similar but not identical
o Silent U is invisible but meaningful
e QU looks like “kw” to English speakers

¢ Words like cena and cine look like they should be hard because of English spelling
habits

o Words like quince look like they should be “kwin-ce”

7. Mini Reference Chart

Pattern Sound Example Why

ca, co, cu Hard casa, cosa, cubo Natural hard C

ce, Ci Soft cena, cine Softening rule
que, qui Hard queso, quince  Silent U protects C

c + consonant Hard clase, cruz Consonant keeps C hard



8. One-Sentence Takeaway
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Spanish C is soft before E/I, hard before A/O/U and consonants, and uses QU to keep

the hard sound before E/I.

9. Practice Words for Class

casa
cosa
cubo
clase
cruz
cena
cine
queso
quince

quitar



