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Building Sentences

Before we look at the patterns and chunks in this handout, here is a short
review of two important ideas we learned: the verb estar and how
gerunds are formed. These will help you construct your phrasing and build
your sentences with confidence.

What Estar Means:

The verb estar is one of the most useful verbs in Spanish. We use it to talk
about:

« HOW we are (feelings, conditions)

« WHERE we are (locations)
It is a “right now” verb — it describes how things are in this moment.
Examples:

o Estoy bien. — I am well.

o Estoy cansada. — I am tired.

o Estoy en casa. — I am at home.

o Estoy en mi cocina. — I am in my kitchen.
Here is the full present-tense conjugation of estar:

e Yyoestoy —Iam

tu estas — you are (informal)

él / ella / usted estd — he / she / you (formal) are

nosotros / nosotras estamos — we are

ellos / ellas / ustedes estan — they / you all are

In Boot Camp, we mostly use estoy (I am) and estan (you all are), because
those help you build your sentences and respond to class questions.

How Gerunds Are Formed

A gerund is the Spanish “-ing” form. It tells what someone is doing right
now.
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Spanish forms gerunds this way:
« -ar — -ando
o hablar — hablando (talking)
o cocinar — cocinando (cooking)
« =-er / -ir — -iendo
o comer — comiendo (eating)
o aprender — aprendiendo (learning)
o Vivir — viviendo (living)
We use gerunds with estar to make the present progressive:
o Estoy + gerundio I am (doing something right now).
Examples:
e Estoy cocinando. — I am cooking.
o Estoy descansando. — I am resting.

« Estoy aprendiendo espafiol. — I am learning Spanish.

Examples for Building Sentences

In Spanish Boot Camp, we’ve been learning small, powerful patterns and
chunks that help you construct your phrasing and build your sentences with
confidence. The examples in this handout show how these patterns can grow
from simple to more detailed, and how you can mix them to express more
about yourself.

Some of the sample sentences are a little bit of a stretch—not because
you must speak that way, but because they help demonstrate how the
patterns work. They’re here to give you starters, ideas, and phrasing you
can borrow as you prepare your own sentences.

Use these patterns, choose the ones that feel comfortable, and build your
Spanish one small piece at a time.
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Helpful Connectors for Building Sentences

These connectors help you link ideas, add details, and construct your
phrasing more naturally. You don’t need to memorize them all—just notice
how they help your sentences grow.

e y—and

e pero — but

e« también — also / too

« después — later / afterward

« con — with

e porque — because

e aunque — although / even though
e sin embargo — however

« ademas — in addition / furthermore
e cuando — when

o si—if

e para —inorderto/ to

Spanish Boot Camp: Simple Sentences Using Modules 1-4

Se me olvido — I forgot
Basic Chunk

« Se me olvido. I forgot.
Level 1: Basic Sentences

« Se me olvido el papel. I forgot the paper.

« Se me olvidd la frase. I forgot the sentence.

« Se me olvidé mi libro. I forgot my book.

« Se me olvido todo. I forgot everything.
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Level 2: Medium Sentences

Add one extra idea — a connector, a location, or a gerund.

Se me olvido el papel, pero estoy bien. I forgot the paper, but I'm fine.

Se me olvido la frase y estoy buscando otra. I forgot the sentence, and
I'm looking for another one.

Se me olvidé mi libro en la cocina. I forgot my book in the kitchen.

Se me olvido todo, también estoy cansada. I forgot everything; I'm
also tired.

Level 3: More Complex Sentences

Add two ideas — a connector + a gerund, or a connector + a past chunk.

Se me olvido el papel, pero estoy buscando uno ahora. I forgot the
paper, but I'm looking for one now.

Se me olvido la frase y estoy aprendiendo otra. I forgot the sentence,
and I'm learning another one.

Se me olvidoé mi libro, después quiero encontrarlo. I forgot my book;
later I want to find it.

Se me olvido todo, pero cuando era joven tenia buena memoria. I
forgot everything, but when I was young I had good memory.

Level 4: Full Pattern Integration

Se me olvido el papel, pero estoy aprendiendo y quiero practicar mas.
I forgot the paper, but I'm learning and I want to practice more.

Se me olvido la frase, pero estoy leyendo y después quiero escribir. I
forgot the sentence, but I'm reading and later I want to write.

Se me olvidé mi libro, también estoy descansando en mi cocina. I
forgot my book; I'm also resting in my kitchen.

2. “Cuando era joven, tenia...” (Imperfect chunk)

Basic Chunk

Cuando era joven, tenia... When I was young, I had...
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Level 1: Basic Sentences

Cuando era joven, tenia un perro. When I was young, I had a dog.

Cuando era joven, tenia una bicicleta. When I was young, I had a
bicycle.

Cuando era joven, tenia mas energia. When I was young, I had more
energy.

Cuando era joven, tenia muchos amigos. When I was young, I had
many friends.

Level 2: Medium Sentences

Add one extra idea — a connector, a location, or a gerund.

Cuando era joven, tenia un perro, pero era timida. When I was young,
I had a dog, but I was shy.

Cuando era joven, tenia una bicicleta y la usaba mucho. When I was
young, I had a bicycle, and I used it a lot.

Cuando era joven, tenia mas energia y caminaba mucho. When I was
young, I had more energy, and I walked a lot.

Cuando era joven, tenia curiosidad también. When I was young, I also
had curiosity.

Level 3: More Complex Sentences

Add two ideas — a connector + a gerund, or a connector + a present-tense
chunk.

Cuando era joven, tenia un perro, pero ahora estoy descansando.
When I was young, I had a dog, but now I am resting.

Cuando era joven, tenia una bicicleta y ahora estoy buscando fotos.
When I was young, I had a bicycle, and now I am looking for photos.

Cuando era joven, tenia mas energia, pero hoy estoy cansada. When I
was young, I had more energy, but today I am tired.

Cuando era joven, tenia muchos amigos y ahora estoy leyendo sus
mensajes. When I was young, I had many friends, and now I am
reading their messages.
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Level 4: Full Pattern Integration

« Cuando era joven, tenia un perro, pero hoy estoy aprendiendo y quiero
practicar mas. When I was young, I had a dog, but today I am
learning and I want to practice more.

« Cuando era joven, tenia una bicicleta, después quiero buscar fotos y
leer mas. When I was young, I had a bicycle; later I want to look for
photos and read more.

« Cuando era joven, tenia mas energia, pero ahora estoy descansando
en mi cocina. When I was young, I had more energy, but now I am
resting in my kitchen.

3. Present Progressive: “"Estoy + gerundio”

Estoy + gerundio — I am (doing something right now)

Basic Chunk
o Estoy + gerundio I am (-ing).

Level 1: Basic Sentences
o Estoy cocinando. I am cooking.
o Estoy descansando. I am resting.
» Estoy leyendo. I am reading.
» Estoy aprendiendo espanol. I am learning Spanish.

Level 2: Medium Sentences

Add one extra idea — a connector, a location, or a second gerund.
« Estoy cocinando, pero estoy bien. I am cooking, but I'm fine.
o Estoy descansando en mi cocina. I am resting in my kitchen.
o Estoy leyendo y estoy pensando. I am reading and I am thinking.

« Estoy aprendiendo espafiol también. I am learning Spanish too.
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Level 3: More Complex Sentences
Add two ideas — a connector + a location, or a connector + a past chunk.

« Estoy cocinando, pero después quiero descansar. I am cooking, but
later I want to rest.

o Estoy descansando en mi cocina y estoy leyendo un libro. I am resting
in my kitchen and I am reading a book.

« Estoy leyendo, pero se me olvidé el papel. I am reading, but I forgot
the paper.

« Estoy aprendiendo espafiol y cuando era joven tenia curiosidad. I am
learning Spanish, and when I was young I had curiosity.

Level 4: Full Pattern Integration

« Estoy cocinando, pero quiero aprender mas y después quiero practicar.
I am cooking, but I want to learn more and later I want to practice.

« Estoy descansando en mi cocina, también estoy leyendo y quiero
escribir. I am resting in my kitchen; I am also reading and I want to
write.

« Estoy aprendiendo espafiol, pero se me olvido la frase y estoy
buscando otra. I am learning Spanish, but I forgot the sentence and I
am looking for another one.

4. Conjugated Verb + Infinitive
Conjugated verb + infinitive — I wantto/ I needto/ I can...
Basic Pattern
e Quiero + infinitivo I want to...
e Necesito + infinitivo I need to...
e Puedo + infinitivo I can...
Level 1: Basic Sentences
e Quiero descansar. I want to rest.

« Quiero aprender mas. I want to learn more.
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Necesito buscar algo. I need to look for something.

Puedo leer ahora. I can read now.

Level 2: Medium Sentences

Add one extra idea — a connector, a location, or a second infinitive.

Quiero descansar, pero quiero aprender. I want to rest, but I want to
learn.

Quiero aprender mas y quiero practicar. I want to learn more, and I
want to practice.

Necesito buscar algo en mi cocina. I need to look for something in my
kitchen.

Puedo leer ahora también. I can read now too.

Level 3: More Complex Sentences

Add two ideas — a connector + a gerund, or a connector + a past chunk.

Quiero descansar, pero estoy cocinando ahora. I want to rest, but I am
cooking now.

Quiero aprender mas y estoy leyendo también. I want to learn more,
and I am reading too.

Necesito buscar algo, pero se me olvido el papel. I need to look for
something, but I forgot the paper.

Puedo leer ahora, pero cuando era joven tenia menos tiempo. I can
read now, but when I was young I had less time.

Level 4: Full Pattern Integration

Quiero descansar, pero estoy aprendiendo y después quiero practicar. I
want to rest, but I am learning and later I want to practice.

Quiero aprender mas, también estoy leyendo y quiero escribir. I want
to learn more; I am also reading and I want to write.

Necesito buscar algo, pero se me olvidé la frase y estoy pensando. I
need to look for something, but I forgot the sentence and I am
thinking.
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« Puedo leer ahora, pero cuando era joven tenia una bicicleta y
caminaba mucho. I can read now, but when I was young I had a
bicycle and walked a lot.



